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Critical Mass Takes The Streets
On Friday, 1 September, at 4 PM
approximately 45 cyclists and one
roller-blader gathered in front of the
steps of Hendricks chapel to embark
upon the first Critical Mass bike ride
ever to be held in Syracuse. Under
the watchful and friendly gaze of two
bicycle-riding Syracuse University
Public Safety officers, the crowd lis-
tened to the description of the up-
coming ride, and its reasons. Cyclists
clapped in response to the suggestion
that they take back the streets from
rude drivers and polluting automo-
biles. The ride, sponsored by the
Student Environmental Action Coa-
lition, then commenced. Cyclists
traveled in a tight group through the
S.U. quad, and on a route which took
them through Marshall Square, along
Euclid Ave., down Wescott and East
Genesee Streets, through downtown
Syracuse, and back up 'the Hill.'
One of the co-chairs of Student En-
vironmental Action Coalition
(SEAC), Fred Doneit, contrasted a
ride he had taken downtown several
days previously with the Critical
Mass, "Without critical mass, riding
downtown was dangerous and cha-
otic... I almost got hit."
SEAC organizers stated that the ride
was held to focus awareness on the
inadequate accommodations for cy-
clists both on and off campus, and to
protest the present status of roads as
the near-exclusive domain of auto-
mobiles. Activist and cyclist Brian
Boerman said that "It is imperative
that the general public accept bicycle
transportation as a viable option.
Bikes are one piece of the solution
to the problems of resource depletion
and pollution.
"
The event also drew together a di-
verse group of cyclists, and served
as an avenue for them to get to know
each other and to have some fun.
SEAC member Rob Flanagan stated,
"It felt like we owned the road, it was
pretty crazy.
"
As the riders progressed, they were
met by several police cars. Officers'
responses varied from a cautious
wave, to sustained harassment. One
officer repeatedly sounded a harsh
buzzer and yelled over his loud-
speaker that cyclists must not block
traffic. Apparently dismayed at the
absence of a formal leader, he even
threatened to arrest all riders, and told
the one skater to leave since she was
unlike the others. The skater, Rachel
Moldover, an S.U. senior, said that
she felt like "one of those things that
are not like the other, on Sesame
Street, but I stuck with the cyclists
anyway.
"
 The cyclists continued on
their route, finishing at the house of
several participants for a pasta and
beer celebration. Bill Capowski, one
of the organizers of the ride, noted
the importance of having fun while
accomplishing the goal of more non-
motorized transport, adding that
"
These rides will only get bigger and
better from here."
Critical Mass bike rides have been
held in many US cities, including San
Francisco, New York, Chicago, as
well as many smaller cities. SEAC
members state that the term "Criti-
cal Mass" refers to the number of
cyclists necessary to become a viable
force on the road. Members also said
that SEAC hopes to obtain bike/skate
lanes on such streets as Euclid Ave.
& Westcott St., more bike racks on
the S.U. campus (noting that SUNY-
ESF has a much better ratio of racks
to bicycles), and a greater respect for
Critical Mass continues on Pg. 5
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Policy/Deadlines
The Knothole is the student publication of
the State Univeisity of New York College
of Environmental Science and Forestry. It
is published every Wednesday during the
school year. The deadline forsubmitting
pieces for publication is WEDNESDAY
at 4:00 pm on the week before they are
to appear. On disk or by e-mail, the dead-
line is THURSDAY at 12 noon. E-mail
submissions may be sent to
KNOTHOLE@MAILBOX.SYR.EDU
Letters to the Editor will not be printed un-
less they are signed. Articles must also con-
tain the writer's name (names will be with-
held upon request). The opinions expressed
are those of the writer only and do not nec-
essarily reflect the opinions of the paper,s
staff or anyone else affiliated with the Col-
lege. We strongly encourage any
counterviews
, articles, notices, suggestions,
and new staff members. The Knothole staff
meets in Room 22 in the basement of Bray,







































The College faculty is invited
to prepare proposals for the competi-
tive assignmenmt of Cooperative
Forestry research funds. Research is
to be conducted to meet the goals of
the Mclntire-Stennis Cooperative
Research Act of 1962 and in accor-
dance with the calendar (appended).
The "Mclntire-Stennis Pro-
gram
" was authorized through the
Cooperative Forestry Research Act
of October 10
, 1962 (Public Law 87-
788) to support research which ad-
dresses the nation,s forest and related
natural resources.
If you have any questions
contact Edwin H. White
, Dean of
Research and Administrative-Tech-
nical Representative. Full proposals
are due by October 25,1995.
NEWS FROM THE
REGISTRAR
1. Continuing students: You need to
come to the Registrar
,s Office
, 111
Bray Hall, to update your address
information, if you have not already
done so.
2. The deadline for submitting adds
to the Registrar>s Office is Monday,
September 11 at 4:30. You will not
be allowed to add a class after that
day.
Poetry Contest
American Collegiate Poets Anthol-
ogy International Publications is
sponsoring a National College Poetry
Contest
Open to all college and university
students desiring to have their poetry
anthologized.





$20 fourth and fifth place
All accepted poems will be published
in the popular, handsomely bound
and copyrighted anthology, Ameri-
can Collegiate Poets. The Deadline
for entry is October 31, 1995.
Pick up a copy of the contest rules
and restrictions in room 22 Bray.
Students, faculty and staff are
invited to nominate students for
1995-96 Who,s Who Among Stu-
dents in American Colleges and Uni-
versities recognition.
Nominees who have exhib-
ited any combination of the follow-
ing will be considered:
-scholastic ability (seniors-2.5 GPA
or better, grads-3.0 GPA or better)
-participation and leadership in cam-
pus programs/activities
-citizenship and service to ESF/SU
community
-potential for future achievement
Graduating seniors and
graduate students who expect to
complete their degree this year are
eligible for nomination. Students
may also nominate themselves.
Nominee Information Sheets
are available in the Office of Activi-
ties and Organizations, 110 Bray
Hall, and must be returned to that
office no later than 4:00 p.m.. Fri-
day. October 6. 1995.
Hey, 1995 Orientation
Leader Staff:
Thank you so much for
Putting the Pieces Together.
YOUR dedication and
enthusiasm made opening
weekend a huge success!
Oh, and never forget:
"It>s OK to be Stupid"
-Julie











I recently took notice of the hub-
bub that surrounded the fantastic
streak of games that Cal Ripken of
the Baltimore Orioles just completed.
For those not interested in Major
League Baseball, Cal Ripken re-
cently played in his 2131st consecu-
tive game - that is, for the last 2131
games that the Baltimore Orioles
have played, Cal Ripken played in
all of them. This may not sound like
much to the non baseball fan. How-
ever, with each season consisting of
162 games, this took Cal over 13
baseball seasons to achieve. (The old
mark was set by Lou Gehrig of the
New York Yankees, with 2130 games
played consecutively.) I am a base-
ball fan, and so I can have a fair ap-
preciation for what Ripken has done;
this is not necessary knowledge,
however, for one to understand the
aim of this column. The "greater vi-
sion" that this streak represents is
what is right in America.
There's a topic all its own -
what is right in America. If you lis-
ten to our good friends in the pre-
dominantly liberal media, they,ll tell
you what is wrong with America.
They can go on and on...we're all
racist, we're all selfish, tradition is
wrong, men are wrong, all industry
is wrong, etc. etc. I even caught wind
that Larry King suggested that
Ripken should sit out that 2131st
game out of respect for Lou Gehrig.
How asinine! What a fool! How
could anyone take that request seri-
ously?! When something in America
is about to go right, he asks it to go
wrong. That gives a quick illustra-
tion of what some of our media
spends time thinking about. (I won-
der what Larry smoked that
evening?) The point is that there are
still some good things going on in
America, regardless of what our me-
dia chooses to tell us, and we cannot
lose sight of that good. There's so
many volunteer programs like the
Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts, Habitat
for Humanity, Food For the Poor, and
so on and so on. America is a coun-
try that relies on volunteerism to
work the way it does - and that
volunteerism is alive and well
.
Sounding Of  continues on Pg.5
Gamma Delta
Theta News
By Jen Miller, Publicity Director,
Ph.D..
I,m not really a doctor, but hey
looks real good, doesn't it? Hope
everybody
's first week went well.
The hardest part for me was to have
Monday off when I was trying to get
used to going to classes. Tuesday
morning, I had to rip myself out of
bed. Anyway, enough about me. The
sorority is off to a big start. We have
sixteen sisters this semester and are
alw||s looking for new, interested
women. In case you didn,t catch the
info, in the last letter, I'll recap. All
interested people should stop by the
sorority house, which is located at
1003 Walnut Ave., between Bird Li-
brary and W&on reall.
We have started planning our
community services and social
events. Our first event tpfBurn-
ing up is the Family and Friends
BBQ, on September 30; whicfc is a
Saturday. Most sisters wilf Be serv-
ing the food so just look for us. Some
other events we have planned are
being involved in S.U. Homecoming,
tutoring young children in the Syra-
cuse area, and tentatively helping
Habitat for Humanity.
This week's article is shorter
than last week's and everyone is
probably really happy about that.
Just wait. Also look for upcoming
articles written by sisters about cur-
rent environmental issues affecting
us all. Until next week, that's it.





Jamie Anderson is on tour in
the fall! She,ll be making her
fourth appearance in Syracuse
at Happy Endings Cafe, 317 S.
Clinton, on Friday, Oct. 6 at
9:00 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call 475-1853. Other ap-
pearances in New York include
Ithaca, New Paltz and Pamona.
For additional information
regarding Jamie Anderson, contact
9
Tsunami Records at PO Box 42282,
Tucson, AZ, 85733-2282 or e-mail
us at tsunamiinc@aol.com.
Jim Henry
Jim Henry will be play-
ing an evening of acoustic
music at Happy Endings in
Syracuse, NY on Sat., Sep-
tember 16th at 9:30 pm.
Happy Endings is at 317
South Clinton in Syracuse.
For more information, please
call 315-475-1853.
Jim will also be playing
at Stella's in Ithaca, NY at
3:00 pm Sunday, September
17th. Stella's is at 403 Col-




On another plane of discussion,
Ripken's effort is an example of the
work ethic that many, many of our
citizens try to do themselves each and
every day. I recently picked up the
Syracuse Herald-Journal and read a
story about a Captain in the Syracuse
Police force who has not taken a sick
day in 32 years. Asked why he did





 There's the kind of atti-
tude that we need in our workforce,
but it is not always there. I have
worked in a unionized place in the
past year, and I saw a whole spec-
trum of worker types. In that work-
place, there was generally a solid
commitment to doing a good job.
I,ve also seen those who "walk the
edge" and take every advantage of
how far their union will back them
up, regardless of whether or not they
are right . It is those workers to
whom I am pointing this column at,
and them that I ask to please do
America a favor and stop slacking
off.
Cal Ripken,s streak is a momen-
tous occasion for baseball fans. It is
something that we may not see bro-
ken in our lifetimes, given the state
of baseball and the evolution of the
game. In this streak, however, lies a
few lessons that teach us a little bit
about America: 1) its not all bad and
2) those who do not take Ripken's
approach to the workplace, take good
notes.
Critical Mass
continued from Pg. 1
cyclists throughout Syracuse. The
next Critical Mass bike ride will be
held on Friday, 15 September at 4
PM. Riders will again meet in Front
of Hendricks Chapel.
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In The Near Future...
Wednesday, September 13
Ice Cream Social 11:30 am, Moon Patio
Knothole Meeting 6:30 pm, 22 Bray
Wednesday, September 20
Empire Forester Meeting, 22 Bray
Knothole Meeting 6:30 pm, 22 Bray
Saturday, September 30
Family and Friends Fall Barbecue, Hendricks Field
President's Roundtable
for all club Presidents or their appointee.
Someone must be present from each and every club!
Date: Tuesday, September 19, 1995
Time: 5:00 - 6:00 pm
Location: Nifkin Lounge





Use this as a vehicle for communication with other clubs and organizations...Bring any and
all news!!
